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“Great books help you understand, and they help you feel understood.”

–John Green

Course Description

Throughout the year, we will be reading various forms of literature, including non-fiction articles, informative passages, short stories, poems, and dramas.  Much of the reading will be done together as a class.  Additionally, students will learn about and complete numerous writing assignments including paragraphs, essays, poems, and creative projects.  Assignments and projects will be created by combining areas of study, literacy terms, and writing skills and strategies. Students are expected to engage in independent reading each quarter.
Textbook
Holt McDougal Literature Online Edition
Additional Reading/-Independent reading projects:
White Fang/ Call of the Wild
Odell Curriculum pieces

Now is the time to refresh supplies! (
Pencils

5 Subject Spiral Notebook
Paper

Notecards

Coloring Pencils

Scissors

We are in GREAT need of tissues. It is Flu season. Donations appreciated!
Grading Policy

Classwork: 30%
1. Essays (free-response and document-based)
2. Class/Group Projects 
3. Pair/share Projects

4. Quizzes

5. Interactive Notebooks
6. Outside reading assignments, etc.
Tests:  60%
1. The above assignments when deemed appropriate. Some projects will be used as a test grade. Again, students will receive a four to five day notice.
2. Tests will be announced four to five days (or more) in advance.  Students should study notes and any other material given in class.
Homework: 10%

Grading Scale:   A   93-100        B   92-85              C     84- 75               D      70-74

Power Rules:  Students are expected to abide by the school wide power rules at all times during the course of the school year. They are:

P –Punctual

O-Orderly

W-Work hard

E-Engaged

R-Respectful
Course Outline for Quarter 2
Writing Standards Covered this 9 Weeks:

6.W.TP.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
6.W.RBPK.9 Support interpretations, analyses, reflections, or research with evidence found in literature or informational texts, applying grade 6 standards for reading.
Informational Standards Covered:

6.RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite textual evidence to support conclusions.
6.RI.KID.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through details; provide an objective summary.
6.RI.CS.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

6.RI.IKI.9 Compare and contrast two or more authors’ presentation of the same topic or event.
Literature Standards Covered this 9 Weeks:

6. RL. KID. 1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
6.RL.KID.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary. 
6.RL.IKI.9 Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.
6.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with a gradual release of scaffolding at the high end as needed.
Vocabulary/Grammar:

6.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate general academic and domain specific words and phrases; develop vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
6.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. When reading or writing, explain the functions of commas, parentheses, and dashes to set off parenthetical elements and use them correctly to do so.

Speaking/Listening:

6.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions on 6th grade level topics and texts; engage effectively with varied partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own ideas clearly.
If you have any concerns, please feel free to set up a time during my planning period 7:00- 8:00, or we can communicate via email if you prefer. I am here to help you and your child be successful! Also, check out my Weebly page: tdhays.weebly.com
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